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The tallest mountain in New South Wales and Australia is Mount Kosciusko.[image: image3.jpg]South
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 A Polish man called Tadeusz Andrdzej found Mount Kosciusko. Mount Kosciusko is in southern New South Wales, close to the Victorian border in the Australian Alps. Mount Kosciusko was formed by two plates which were pushed together in the ground. It gradually formed its shape and size into Mount Kosciusko.
Prior to the arrival of Captain James Cook in 1770, New South Wales was inhabited by Indigenous Australians for at least 40,000 years. The First Fleet, comprising 11 ships and around 1,350 people, was dispatched to the unknown continent - the only information about New South Wales was that from Cook's voyage of 1770. From these records it was decided the first settlement would be at Botany Bay, and a second settlement would be established at Norfolk Island to provide wood for ships and masts.


However, on arrival at Botany Bay on 18 January 1788, 
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Captain Phillip decided the site was not suitable and resolved to look for another. He decided upon Port Jackson, the site of modern day Sydney, and the people of the First Fleet established Australia's first settlement on 26 January. The Fleet consisted mainly of convicts with officers to guard them. Few people in the Fleet had any experience of cultivating the land and this, combined with poor soil in the area, lead to severe food shortages. The fledgling colony eagerly awaited
 on the arrival of the Second Fleet in 1790.

By 1820, Australia was beginning to look prosperous and sentiments of Australian patriotism were being expressed at gatherings of ex-convicts. The sense of belonging to a new nation must have been encouraged in 1817 when Governor Macquarie recommended the adoption of the name 'Australia' for the entire continent instead of New Holland. By 1847 the convict population of Sydney accounted for only 3.2 percent of the total population. 


The Great Dividing Range (a.k.a Eastern Highlands) is Australia's only substantial mountain range. It stretches from the north eastern tip of Queensland, running the entire length of the eastern coastline through New South Wales, then into Victoria and turning west before finally fading into the endless central plain at the Grampians in western Victoria.
        Great Dividing Range
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